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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW » 



Article I 

Name 

This Society shall be known as the American Society of International 
Law. 

Article II 
Object 

The object of this Society is to foster the study of International Law 
and promote the establishment of international relations on the basis of law 
and justice. For this purpose it will cooperate with other societies in this 
and other countries having the same object. 

Article III 
Membership 

Members may be elected on the nomination of two members in regular 
standing by vote of the Executive Council under such rules and regulations 
as the Council may prescribe. 

Each member shall pay annual dues of five dollars and shall thereupon 
become entitled to all the privileges of the Society, including a copy of the 
American Journal of International Law 2 issued during the year. Upon 
failure to pay the dues for the period of one year a member may, in the dis- 
cretion of the Executive Council, be suspended or dropped from the rolls 
of membership. 

Upon payment of one hundred dollars any person otherwise entitled 
to membership may become a life-member and shall thereupon become 
entitled to all the privileges of membership during his life. 

A limited number of persons not citizens of the United States and not 
exceeding one in any year, who shall have rendered distinguished service to 
the cause for which this Society is formed to promote, may be elected to 

1 The history of the origin and organization of the American Society of International 
Law can be found in the Proceedings of the First Annual Meeting at p. 23. The Constitu- 
tion was adopted January 12, 1906. 

2 See Amendments, Article II, p. xi. 
via 
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honorary membership at any meeting of the Society on the recommendation 
of the Executive Council. Honorary members shall have all the privileges 
of membership but shall be exempt from the payment of dues. 

Article IV 
Officers 

The officer's of the Society shall consist of a President, an Honorary 
President 3 , nine or more Vice-Presidents, the number to be fixed from time 
to time by the Executive Council, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding 
Secretary and a Treasurer, who shall be elected annually, and of an Executive 
Council composed of the foregoing officers, 4 ex officio, and twenty-four 
elected members, whose terms of office shall be three years, except that of 
those elected at the first election, eight shall serve for the period of one 
year only and eight for the period of two years, and that any one elected 
to fill a vacancy shall serve only for the unexpired term of the member in 
whose place he is chosen. No elected member of the Executive Council 
shall be eligible for reelection until the next annual meeting after that at 
which his term of office expires. 4 

The Recording Secretary, the Corresponding Secretary, and the Treas- 
urer shall be elected by the Executive Council. 4 The other officers of the 
Society shall be elected by the Society, except as hereinafter provided 
for the filling of vacancies occurring between elections. 

At every annual election candidates for all the offices to be filled by the 
Society at such election shall be placed in nomination by a Nominating 
Committee of five members of the Society previously appointed by the 
Executive Council, except that the officers of the first year shall be nominated 
by a committee of three appointed by the Chairman of the meeting at which 
this Constitution shall be adopted. 

All officers shall be elected by a majority vote of members present 
and voting. 

All officers of the Society shall serve until their successors are chosen. 

Article V 
Duties of Officers 

1. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Society and of the 
Executive Council and shall perform such other duties as the Council may 
assign to him. In the absence of the President at any meeting of the Society 
his duties shall devolve upon one of the Vice-Presidents to be designated by 
the Executive Council. 

2. The Secretaries shall keep the records and conduct the correspond- 

3 See Amendments, Article I, p. xi. 

4 See Amendments, Article III, p. xi. 



ence of the Society and of the Executive Council and shall perform such 
other duties as the Council may assign to them. 

3. The Treasurer shall receive and have the custody of the funds of 
the Society and shall disburse the same subject to the rules and under the 
direction of the Executive Council. The fiscal year shall begin on the first 
day of January. 

4. The Executive Council shall have charge of the general interests of 
the Society, shall call regular and special meetings of the Society and arrange 
the programmes therefor, shall appropriate money, shall appoint from 
among its members an Executive Committee and other committees and 
their chairmen, with appropriate powers, and shall have full power to issue 
or arrange for the issue of a periodical or other publications, and in general 
possess the governing power in the Society, except as otherwise specifically 
provided in this Constitution. The Executive Council shall have the power 
to fill vacancies in its membership occasioned by death, resignation, failure 
to elect, or other cause, such appointees to hold office until the next annual 
election. 

Nine members shall constitute a quorum of the Executive Council, 
and a majority vote of those in attendance shall control its decisions. 

5. The Executive Committee shall have full power to act for the 
Executive Council when the Executive Council is not in session. 

6. The Executive Council shall elect a Chairman who shall preside at 
its meetings in the absence of the President, and who shall also be Chairman 
of the Executive Committee. 

Article VI 
Meetings 
The Society shall meet annually at a time and place to be determined 
by the Executive Council for the election of officers and the transaction of 
such other business as the Council may determine. 

Special meetings may be held at any time and place on the call of the 
Executive Council or at the written request of thirty members on the call 
of the Secretary. At least ten days' notice of such special meeting shall be 
given to each member of the Society by mail, specifying the object of the 
meeting, and no other business shall be considered at such meeting. 

Twenty-five members shall constitute a quorum at all regular and speciaT 
meetings of the Society and a majority vote of those present and voting 
shall control its decisions. 

Article VII 

Resolutions 

All resolutions which shall be offered at any meeting of the Society 

shall, in the discretion of the presiding officer, or on the demand of three 

members, be referred to the appropriate committee or the Council, and 

no vote shall be taken until a report shall been have made thereon. 
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Article VIII 

Amendments 

This Constitution may be amended at any annual or special meeting 
of the Society by a majority vote of the members present and voting. But 
all amendments to be proposed at any meeting shall first be referred to the 
Executive Council for consideration and shall be submitted to the members 
of the Society at least ten days before such meeting. 

Amendments 
Article I 5 

Article IV is hereby amended by inserting after the words "The officers 
of the Society shall consist of a President," the words "an Honorary Presi- 
dent." 

Article II 6 

Article III is hereby amended by striking out the word "publications" 
in the third line of paragraph two, and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
"American Journal of International Law." 

Article IIP 

Article IV is hereby amended by omitting the words in brackets and 
inserting the words in italics: 

The officers of the Society shall consist of a President, an Honorary 
President, nine or more Vice-Presidents, the number to be fixed from time to 
time by the Executive Council, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding 
Secretary, and a Treasurer, who shall be elected annually, and of an Execu- 
tive Council composed of the [President, the Vice-Presidents] foregoing 
officers, ex officio, and twenty-four elected members, whose terms of office 
shall be three years, except that of those elected at the first election, eight 
shall serve for the period of one year only and eight for the period of two 
years, and that any one elected to fill a vacancy shall serve only for the 
unexpired term of the member in whose place he is chosen. No elected 
member of the Executive Council shall be eligible for reelection until the next 
annual meeting after that at which his term of office expires. 

The Recording Secretary, the Corresponding Secretary, and the 
Treasurer shall be elected by the Executive Council [from among its mem- 
bers]. The other officers of the Society shall be elected by the Society, 
except as hereinafter provided for the filling of vacancies occurring between 
elections. 

* This amendment was adopted at the business meeting held April 24, 1909. 

• This amendment was adopted at the business meeting held Apijl 30, 1921. 
7 This amendment was adopted at the business meeting held April 29, 1922. 
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AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION 



Mr. Holms R. Bailey. Mr. Chairman, we have a change in the Con- 
stitution which perhaps affects the eligibility of the people nominated. Will 
you not pass upon the amendment to the Constitution before we hear the 
nominations? 

The Chairman. I am taking this from the program here. 

Mr. Bailey. Even sometimes great Jupiter nods! Could not the 
Constitution, perhaps, be amended before we elect the officers? 

Dr. Scott. I should think so, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. The chair will take up first the amendment to the 
Constitution. 

Dr. Scott. Mr. Chairman, last year there was a proposition made by 
the Executive Council that in the future no elected member of the Executive 
Council should be eligible to reelection unless one annual meeting had taken 
place between the term of his service and his new election. According to 
the Constitution, the amendment has to be formulated and sent to every 
member. That was done, and the following amendments to the first two 
paragraphs of Article IV of the Constitution were duly notified: 

(Omit words in brackets and insert words in italics) 
The officers of the Society shall consist of a President, an Honor- 
ary President, nine or more Vice-Presidents, the number to be fixed 
from time to time by the Executive Council, a Recording Secretary, a 
Corresponding Secretary, and a Treasurer, who shall be elected an- 
nually, and of an Executive Council composed of the [President, the 
Vice-Presidents] foregoing officers, ex officio, and twenty-four elected 
members, whose terms of office shall be three years, except that of those 
elected at the first election, eight shall serve for the period of one year 
only and eight for the period of two years, and that any one elected to 
fill a vacancy shall serve only for the unexpired term of the member in 
whose place he is chosen. No elected member of the Executive Council 
shall be eligible for reelection for a period of one year from the expiration of 
the term of office for which he was previously elected. 

The Recording Secretary, the Corresponding Secretary and the 
Treasurer shall be elected by the Executive Council [from among its 
members]. The other officers of the Society shall be elected by the 
Society, except as hereinafter provided for the filling of vacancies occur- 
ring between elections. 

The matter was again considered by the Executive Council at its meet- 
ing on April 27, and a slight change was proposed in the wording, which has 
been submitted to each member and of which we have copies here, in order 
to give effect to what was understood to be the intent of the framers of 
the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
present on behalf of the Council as an amendment to the proposed 
amendment to the Constitution the following: 
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Modify the proposed insertion at the end of paragraph 1 of Article 
IV of the Constitution as follows: "No elected member of the Execu- 
tive Council shall be eligible for reelection until the next annual meeting 
after that at which his term of office expires. 

I would ask that the amendment be considered and put to a vote. 

The Chairman. Gentlemen, are you ready for the question? 

Whereupon the motion was duly put and unanimously carried. 

The Chairman. The amendment to the amendment is adopted. The 
question recurs to the amendment as amended. Are you ready for the ques- 
tion? 

The question was called for. The motion was duly put and unani- 
mously carried. 

The Chairman. The amendment as amended is adopted. 

Dr. Scott. Mr. Chairman, if the way be clear, I propose that the 
chairman of the Nominations Committee report. 

REPORT OP THE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 

Mr. Frank C. Partridge, Chairman. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen : 
The Committee on Nominations have assumed that the amendment which 
has just been adopted would be adopted, and in making their suggestions for 
the Executive Council, they have made entirely new nominations, consider- 
ing ineligible those whose terms expire at this time. 

I am directed by the committee to present these recommendations: 

For Honorary President 

The Honorable Warren G. Harding 

President of the United States 

For President 
Honorable Elihu Root 

As Vice-Presidents 



Hon. Chandler P. Anderson 
Hon. Simeon E. Baldwin 
Justice William R. Day 
Hon. Jacob M. Dickinson 
Hon. George Gray 
Mr. Charles Noble Gregory 
Hon. David Jayne Hill 
Hon. Charles E. Hughes 
Hon. Robert Lansing 



Hon. Henry Cabot Lodge 
Hon. John Bassett Moore 
Hon. William W. Morrow 
Hon. Oscar S. Straus 
Hon. George Sutherland 
Hon. William H. Taft 
Mr. Everett P. Wheeler 
Prof. George Grafton Wilson 
Mr. Theodore S. Woolsey 



For members of the Executive Council to serve until 1925 
Edwin M. Borchard Harry Pratt Judson 

Wilbur J. Carr Arthur K. Kuhn 

John Foster Dulles Jesse S. Reeves 

Charles G. Fenwick Ellery C. Stowell 



96 

No other nominations having been made, upon motion, duly made and 
seconded, the Recording Secretary was instructed to cast a single ballot of the 
whole Society for the nominees recommended by the Committee on Nomina- 
tions. The Recording Secretary reported that he had cast the ballot as di- 
rected, and the Chairman announced that the nominees had been duly 
elected to the respective offices. 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

The Chairman. The next in order is miscellaneous business. 

The Secretary (Dr. Scott). There is no miscellaneous business that 
the officers have to put before the Society. 

Professor Philip Marshall Brown. I would like to make just one 
remark. I take a great deal of pleasure and satisfaction in the progress the 
Society is making. I think the discussions we have had, whether of the laws 
of war or of peace, have been very illuminating, and I value them personally 
myself as a realization of a plan which I have had for years in mind. It seems 
to me that it is quite evident that we want to give this method of discussion a 
further development, and I would think it would be rather desirable, if the 
members of the Society felt free to place before the committees various sug- 
gestions; and to indicate what is in my mind I want to put this recommenda- 
tion for consideration. I entirely sympathize with the feelings of my friends 
who cannot understand why when peace conferences gather together, or 
learned groups of scientists, their minds should seem to be focused on the 
problems of war. I quite sympathize with that feeling, and I think that as 
we go on we ought to be able to focus our minds on the constructive side of 
international law, the normal side, the determination of the relations between 
states. So I should like to move that this subject be referred for considera- 
tion to the Society. 

The Secretary. Mr. Chairman, would it perhaps meet with Mr. 
Brown's views if a resolution should be passed or an invitation extended to 
all members of the Society to present to the Committee for the Advancement 
of International Law an expression of their views on subjects which they re- 
gard as of importance. I should think it would be a very good idea if Mr. 
Brown would generalize his statement, suggesting that it be the sense of this 
meeting that all members of the Society should be invited to present the 
topics which they consider fall within the purview of the work of the Com- 
mittee and of the Society. 

Professor Brown. Yes, I would make such a motion as that suggested 
by Dr. Scott, in that phraseology, that the members of the' Society be invited 
to present for the consideration of the Committee for the Advancement of 
International Law, subjects which they deem fitting for the study of the 
Society. 

The Secretary. And with an expression of their views. 

Professor Brown. And with an expression of their views. 



97 

The Chairman. Is that motion seconded? 

Mr. Francis W. Aymar. I second the motion. 

Whereupon the motion was duly put and unanimously carried. 

Admiral Harry Shepard Knapp. Mr. Chairman, this is the first meet- 
ing of the Society that I have had the opportunity of seeing much of, and the 
first one in which I have served in any capacity except as a listener. I have 
been very much impressed with the fact that the committee meets on the 
morning of. the day before its report is discussed, and draws up to the best of 
its ability a report which may come so late in the afternoon it cannot even be 
typewritten. It is not put in the hands of the members of the Society for 
study. Then we come to discuss it. I feel that the Society is in no position 
to discuss intelligently such great matters as have been presented here this 
morning. I do not offer a motion, but I ask the Secretary, who is familiar 
with procedure, if it is not possible in some way to have the committees meet 
beforehand, discuss their reports beforehand, and actually have them in 
print and in the hands of the members of the Society when they meet here 
for discussion. 

The Chairman. A very excellent suggestion. 

Professor Hudson. Mr. Chairman, may I second what Admiral Knapp 
has just said, and ask Dr. Scott whether it would not be possible for us to 
adopt some procedure by which the committee reports could be printed and 
distributed at least one month in advance of the meeting. 

The Secretary. Mr. Chairman, in my humble capacity as an individ- 
ual I should like to say that I agree thoroughly with the views that have been 
expressed by Admiral Knapp, and those expressed more briefly by Professor 
Hudson. I do not think, however, it would be necessary to adopt a formal 
resolution. Calling it to the attention of the authorities, I think, would be 
sufficient. I can say, speaking for myself, if I am to remain connected with 
the officers of the Society, that every possible step will be taken to secure a 
meeting, — one or more meetings of the committees, either as a whole or as 
separate subcommittees, in the hope that definite, positive results may be 
had in ample time before the meeting so that sufficient notice shall be dis- 
tributed to the members. It is a little difficult to say whether the reports 
themselves should be printed, but at least a summary of the conclusions 
should be laid before the members so that when they meet they might be pre- 
pared to enter upon the discussions at the opening session and not be obliged 
to compress their deliberations into the briefest space upon the morning of 
the closing session. I should think that would be highly desirable. I do not 
know just what steps should be taken, but I think they should be taken, and 
we will try to take them. 

Admiral Knapp. If I may add, sir, that it was my intention that the 
procedure should be left to the wisdom of the officers of the Society. It is 
merely the fact that I wish to bring to mind that this great Society, — and it is 
a great Society, — is meeting here and giving snap judgment as far as discus- 
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sion goes. I do not mean that everything that is said is snap judgment, but 
we are apt to get up and talk about things on the spur of the moment, and 
possibly say things that in time we may come to regret. And I do feel that a 
deliberative body as this is should have time for what it is deliberating upon 
and to present digested views instead of "off the bat" views, so to speak, if I 
may be permitted to use a bit of slang. 

Dr. Judson. May I just say a word on this subject, — and I speak some- 
what advisedly as the chairman of one of these subcommittes. The desirable 
thing in my opinion would be for the committees to get together sometime 
before the holidays and take all the time needed to get their report in shape. 
Then that report should be sent in to the- office; it might then be printed, and 
every member receive a copy in order that he might have it before him in 
ample time for consideration; and all would come here ready to debate and to 
take action. It is not easy to do that, Mr. President. I began work with 
my committee early in the winter and sent to every member of my committee 
for suggestions. I received from every member of my committee suggestions 
with one exception. These were typewritten in Chicago and sent to every 
member of the committee in turn, for their comments, and their comments 
came back. We met on Thursday morning, the day before the opening here, 
and discussed our reports, and got a preliminary draft. The members of the 
committees are very busy gentlemen, and it is not easy to bring them to- 
gether to meet at some time before the annual meeting of the Society. I think 
the thing suggested by the Admiral can be carried out, and I hope it will be. 

Professor Brown. I would like to call attention to the fact that there 
is a very hopeful movement that has begun for the advancement of the 
knowledge of international law in the Institute of Politics at Williamstown, 
that had its fix-st session last summer, will meet this summer, and we hope 
will continue to meet indefinitely. A number of lawyers, publicists, and 
specialists in international law were there last summer. It seems to me a 
very desirable thing if we could make it a field-meet eveiy year for as many 
as possible who can get together, because of the fact that international law is 
now in the most interesting state of development, of flux and evolution, 
where we all perhaps can make a humble contribution. In the work of these 
committees I would respectfully suggest that it might be feasible to gather 
together during the month of August at Williamstown, when this Institute is 
in session, when the interesting round-table discussions on international law 
are being conducted by members of this Society, in order to reach more con- 
crete conclusions, to be submitted to the members of the Society. I offer 
this as a suggestion for the consideration of the officers of the Society. 

The Chairman. Gentlemen, is there any other matter to be brought 
before the Society this morning? If not, a motion to adjourn. is in order. 

Mr. Kingsbury. I move we adjourn. 

The motion was duly seconded, put and unanimously carried. 

Whereupon, at 12.17 o'clock, p.m., the Society adjourned, sine die. 



